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lvan Illich

PROVOCATION:

« Clinical, social and
structural
iatrogenesis is
exactly what happens
in PD

* i.e. Medicalising PD
makes people worse
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“An advanced industrial society is sick-making
because it disables people from coping with
their environment and, when they break down,
it substitutes a clinical prosthesis for the
broken relationships. People would rebel
against such an environment if medicine did not
explain their biological disorientation as a
defect in their health, rather than as a defect
in the way of life which is imposed on them or
which they impose upon themselves”

Ivan Illich, Limits to Medicine. Medical Nemesis:
The Expropriation of Health (1975)
Harmondsworth, Penguin
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Michel Foucault

PROVOCATION

= The diagnosis of PD is an
exercise of power,
sanctioning those
labelled deviant to be
treated differently to
“normal” people.

* i.e. the power dynamic
is never absent in
clinical work with PD
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+ We must conduct an ascending analysis of power,
starting from its infinitessimal mechanisms, which
each have their own history, their own trajectory,
their own techniques and tactics, and then see how
these mechanisms of power have been -and continue to
be- invested, colonised, utilised, involuted,
transformed, displaced, extended etc by ever more
general mechanisms and by forms of global

domination.

+ We need to eliminate “the fascism in our heads” by
exploring and building upon the open qualities of
human discourse, and thereby “intervene in the way

knowledge is built up and believed in, at the particular

sites where a localised power discourse prevails”.

%

Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of
Knowledge (1972): London, Tavistock
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PROVOCATION
» Individuals’ identity
"8 - and pathology - can
only be defined by
=AH # consideration of their
place in their social
environment
0 » i.e. individualism
throws out the baby
with the bathwater
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"Each individual - itself an artificial, though

plausible, abstraction - is centrally and
basically determined, inevitably, by the world
in which he lives, by the community, the
group, of which he forms a part. The old
juxtaposition of aninside and outside world,
constitution and environment, individual and
society, phantasy and reality, body and mind
and so on, are untenable. They can at no stage
be separated from each other, except by
artificial isolation."”

S H Foulkes, Therapeutic Group Analysis
(1964): London, Allen & Unwin
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4 % R D Laing
PROVOCATION
%

« If we call only upon
objective expertise

>:* and measurable
> skills, we lose the
power to be effective
# $ with others.
"e « i.e. expert-driven
$ answers are not
enough
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"The greatest psychopathologist has been Freud.
Freud was a hero. He descended to the
‘Underworld' and there met stark terrors. He #
carried with him his theory as a Medusa's head
which turned these terrors to stone. We who % $
follow Freud have the benefit of the K
knowledge he brought back with him and
conveyed to us. He survived. We must now see )
if we can survive without using a theory that is
in some measure an instrument of defence.” "1
[ (
& '& &
R D Laing, The Divided Self (1968) ' (
Harmondsworth: Penguin &(
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Nick Manning
8 ‘B
e PROVOCATION
" « The scientific and
professional
_ communities (as actor
networks) have
elaborated PD on their
terms
+ i.e. they have made a
“PD industry” to live
off. (We are part of it!)
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The development of a new type enabled a

heterogeneous group of patients that did not
fit elsewhere (neither schizoid nor affective)

to be simplified into a new category, which

was juxtaposed with a theoretical explanation
(childhood trauma), articulated with alternate

theories (no evidence for heritability), and

%
&&

%

became inverted - from a statement about
difficult patients, to the discovery of an
already pre-existing and coherent type: the
“borderline”.

Manning, N. (2000) "Psychiatric diagnosis under conditions

ofuncertainty: personality disorder, science and

professional legitimacy”, Sociology of Health and Illness,
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vol. 22, no. 5, pp. 621-639.
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